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ABSTRACT 


States operating in anarchy according to Realism are driven by their national interest to survive. The best way to survive is to dominate the region thereby reducing the 
chances of being vulnerable. Geopolitics ofa region offers vital incentives for the States to take advantage in their favor to boost their power which is a prerequisite as 
per realism to guarantee their security and survival. The present paper is aimed at analyzing India's ambitions in South Asia within the current geopolitical scenario of 
region characterized by the struggle for survival among the three nuclear giants of region India, China and Pakistan through the Realist notion of survival. 


KEY WORDS: Anarchy, Realism, National Interest, Geopolitics, Survival. 


INTRODUCTION: 

Geopolitics plays an important role that makes a state a global power. Geopoli- 
tics is the use of geography and regional location as an element of power 
(Goldstein and Pevehouse, 2013). Atal Bihari Vajpayee former Indian PM once 
declared that you can change history but not geography (Tharoor, 2013). Geogra- 
phy can help out a state in gaining status in the international community as a key 
actor if it is used expediently. By utilizing geographic setting to its advantage 
through alliances, adaptations to military capabilities and strategies a state has 
the prospective to increase its relative power and influence in the international 
community. This is because when used suitably, the geography of a state can 
boost its military through strategic base locations and control of resources. This 
is crucial in times of conflict or negotiations, and can give a state the upper hand 
in such matters, as geographic advantages can be used as a bargaining chip or in 
other influential manners. Geopolitics plays a crucial role in India's quest to 
emerge as a regional power. India's position in South Asia puts it in the exciting 
place between Pakistan and China, two nuclearized states that have issues with 
India and an alliance with each other. India's individual relationship with Paki- 
stan and China, as well as its relationship with Pakistan and China together is 
important to analyze in terms of how it affects regional stability, nuclear weapons 
build-up and use, as well as regional competition. Through the lens of realism, 
geopolitics plays an important role in diplomacy as a source of power in an anar- 
chic world. As according to realism each state's primary goal is survival, the 
geopolitical climate a state is in impacts the ways in which it seeks to achieve sur- 
vival and eventual power and relative advantage over neighboring states. For 
India, this means that its relationship with Pakistan and China holds the key to its 
survival and maximizing its relative regional power. 


India and Pakistan: 

Historically chaotic, Pakistan and India's relationship persists today as very 
unstable and cold. In the words of a former Indian high commissioner to Paki- 
stan, G. Parthasarathy, promoting peace between India and Pakistan is like trying 
to treat two patients whose only disease is an allergy to each other (Tharoor, 
2012). As India continues to advance its nuclear weapons arsenal and technol- 
ogy, Pakistan responds by building up its arms as well. The territorial disputes 
between the two and nuclear weapons testing toward the end of the twentieth cen- 
tury by both really brought the two states into the geopolitical climate they expe- 
rience today. Because both states felt a sense of exigency to compete and engage 
in a minuscule arms race, India and Pakistan created regional pressure and com- 
petition to survive in the new nuclearized Asian continent. As a result of unvary- 
ing threats of invasion and attack toward each other, India and Pakistan produced 
a hostile environment in which diplomatic relations became tongue-tied and 
strained. Diplomatic relations between India and Pakistan are inconsistent in fre- 
quency and quality, and resulted in few changes regarding Pakistani terrorist 
attacks against India. Numerous Pakistani-sponsored terrorist attacks on Indian 
soil have created animosity and led to the development of Indian military strate- 
gies, such as the supposed Cold Start Doctrine, that are aimed at retaliation in the 
event of larger attack. Through realism this regional competition to survive can 
be viewed as two states struggling for relative advantage over the other in terms 
of military capability to engage in conflict with one another. Both India and Paki- 
stan want to flex their muscles regarding military and nuclear capability in order 
to exhibit their ability to defend themselves and win in conflict with one another. 
Most importantly they have divergent strategies regarding the somewhat peren- 
nial Kashmir issue. Pakistan has a revisionist agenda and would like to change 
the status quo in Kashmir while India would like the very opposite. India hopes 
that negotiations with Pakistan would ratify the existing territorial status quo in 
Kashmir. At its foundation, these are irreconcilable differences and no confi- 
dence building measures are likely to alter this situation (Pant, 2016)). India 


being a major power in South Asia , while Pakistan , though no mean contender , 
has always been much smaller in terms of size, population, economic strength, 
and military capabilities. Large or strong powers tend to behave differently from 
smaller, weak ones. As Michael Mandelbaum shows, weak states submit to 
strong states only if they have no viable option. Otherwise, they adopt typical 
strategies (Ganguly, 2010). As a consequence of this in diplomacy between the 
two states Pakistani attempts to provoke India into taking the first shot, an 
attempt that since the late 1990s, Pakistan continues to pursue through state- 
sponsored terrorism on Indian soil. In response, India used diplomacy to respond 
to Pakistan's actions by trying to get the United States to designate Pakistan a 
rogue state; the effects of such diplomacy did indeed helped India avoid a Paki- 
stani attack as the U.S. placed restraints on Pakistan. Therefore to a certain 
degree, India achieved a slight advantage over Pakistan as a result of diplomacy 
in the sense that it used diplomacy to deter a Pakistani attack. As suggested by 
realism, diplomacy is a function of power and aids India in gaining relative 
power over Pakistan in a military and diplomatic sense. 


India and China: 

Due to their rise to acme in the global inter-state hierarchy, the bilateral relation- 
ship between China and India has descent into vexed paradigm as they are being 
peppered with each other's pregnant rise. At the structural level, India and China 
are two major powers in Asia with global aspirations and some noteworthy 
incompatible interests. As a result, some amount of friction is visible in their 
bilateral relationship. The geopolitical milieu of Asia makes it certain that it will 
be extremely difficult, ifnot impossible, for Hindi-Chini to be bhai bhai (brothers 
in the foreseeable future (Pant, 2016). The two sides are sheltered in a classic 
security dilemma, where any action taken by one is immediately interpreted by 
other as a threat to interests. China's lack of support to India in the aftermath of 
Mumbai terror attacks in November 2008 and its attempts at blocking the 
approval of the US-India civilian nuclear energy co-operation pact at the Nuclear 
Supplier's Group (NSG) has reinforced perceptions in India that China years of 
effort would do everything possible to prevent India's emergence as a major 
regional and global player. Meanwhile, trouble is brewing on the issue of bound- 
ary and all those at resolving the problem has come under a cloud. The tensions 
over the boundary dispute between the two sides are escalating with China open- 
ing another front recently by raising objections over an area that was previously 
thought to have been settled. 


In July 2015, India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited China and in essence 
told Chinese President Xi Jinxing that China must re-evaluate its stance on issues 
and recognize the great potential that a mutual partnership between India and 
China could bring about. However, despite Prime Minister Modi's attempts to get 
China to recognize India as a growing power with great potential regionally and 
globally, President Xi did not mull over the suggestion with much seriousness, 
signifying that China does not consider India worth its time diplomatically or stra- 
tegically. Additionally, in terms of Chinese political matters, China's white paper 
on defense, where threats to China and military responses are delineated, did not 
even include India. This further shows that China does not consider India to be 
considered a real threat or even worth mentioning. 


Indian analysts apprehend a Chinese policy of encirclement in Asia. This refers 
to China's various investments in building up port facilities in the Indian Ocean, 
characterized by some strategists as a 'string of pearls' strategy to restrict India's 
wings to fly. China's thriving exports and search for international markets have 
also led it to develop substantial trading relationships with India's neighbors. 
China's penetration of India's neighborhood presents a finely calibrated chal- 
lenge to Indian foreign policy, seen by some as deriving from the following cal- 
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culus: 'Restricting India to the Asian subcontinent remains Chinese policy. The 
tactics are simple: keep borders with India tranquil but do not solve the [border] 
dispute, trade with India but arm Pakistan and wean away Nepal, Bangladesh, 
and Myanmar (Malone, 2011). 'Furthermore, China continues to build up its mili- 
tary and nuclear weapons capability greatly, and displays its capabilities in the 
South Asian region, namely through sending its nuclear capable submarines to 
Sri Lanka and seeking bases in the Indian Ocean. As per realism, China is a state 
that is acting secure in its ability to survive regionally and internationally due to 
its perceived dominance and regional superiority in military, economic, and dip- 
lomatic spheres. Gurmeet Kanwal, director of a Delhi-based military think tank, 
the Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS), argues that 'China's foreign and 
defense policies are quite obviously designed to marginalize India in the long 
term and reduce India to the status of a sub-regional power by increasing Chinese 
influence and leverage in the South Asian region! (Tharoor, 2012). India is react- 
ing and trying to get China's attention through diplomacy and a suggested mutual 
partnership in order to lift up its status in China's eyes as well as in the interna- 
tional community through association with China. While China seems to have 
the upper hand diplomatically, India still gains regional power as China's 
increased military and maritime actions near India signal at least some interest in 
deterring conflict with India, validating to a degree India's potential as both a 
competitor and emerging global power. This also plays off of the assumption 
within realism that all states possess military capacity to some degree but do not 
exactly know what their neighboring states' intentions are. Because the nature of 
each state's military capabilities are ultimately highly classified, China's actions 
seem to be preemptive deterrence toward India and acknowledgement to a 
degree that India does have the capacity to emerge as a global power due to its 
strengthened economy and improvements in nuclear capability and policies. 


The juncture of Regional Politics: China, Pakistan, and India 

The intersection of regional politics and diplomatic relations between India, 
China, and Pakistan is relevant on two levels: the so called 'all weather friend- 
ship' of China and Pakistan through the renewed China Pakistan Economic Cor- 
ridor (CPEC) that is somewhat founded upon problems with India (Small, 2015) 
and the relationship between all three states as separate entities engaged in 
regional competition to survive and hold power. Realism is a useful tool for inter- 
preting this and understanding it as a function of India's emergence as a key 
global power due to its nuclear doctrine and growing economy. China and Paki- 
stan have an interesting diplomatic relationship based upon the mutual antago- 
nism towards India. The Chinese and Pakistani militaries are recently working 
together through high level exchanges, military exercises, drills, and even the 
sharing of nuclear bomb designs. As such, the Pakistani nuclear weapons pro- 
gram is essentially an extension of the Chinese one. This is perhaps the only case 
where a NWS has given weapons-grade fissile material-as well as a bomb design 
to anon-NWS (Pant, 2016). There are calls in Pakistan to adopt a foreign policy 
that considers China not the United States- to be Pakistan's strongest ally and 
most significant stakeholder. Not surprisingly, Pakistan has given China a “blank 
Check” to intervene in India-Pakistan peace talks. (Pant, 2016) The China Paki- 
stan Axis has many benefits geopolitically for both China and Pakistan. For exam- 
ple, by cooperating together, Pakistan and China have the potential to “sharpen 
joint operation capabilities and make a two-pronged offensive against India pos- 
sible.” This puts China and Pakistan in the regional driver's seat as the two states 
would be able to join forces and take down emerging India from both sides. In 
terms of regional survival, China and Pakistan could not have planned a better 
way to ensure preventing India's emergence as a regional or global power than to 
join forces and share military plans. Considering this interest along with China's 
nuclear assistance to Pakistan and Chinese rise as major threat to Indian security 
(Yuan, 2007). India along with USA are both trying to adjust to the emerging new 
realities, and the U.S.-India nuclear deal is an attempt to craft a strategic partner- 
ship that can serve the interests of both states in the coming years. The U.S.-India 
civilian nuclear cooperation agreement is just a first step toward a future realign- 
ment of global power (Pant, 2008). India has underpinned its ties with U.S. and 
reciprocally both want to contain China's influence and Pakistan-China strategic 
balancing approach. The expansion of Indo-U.S. nexus after nuclear civil deal 
can broaden political differences especially between China and India and enlarge 
strategic alliance between Pakistan and China. Pro-Indian approach of U.S. after 
nuclear deal causes changes in strategic positioning as well as shifting balance- 
of-power in South Asia (Tasleem, 2008). This lends credibility to India's nuclear 
doctrine and economic growth which is about the current geo-political strategy 
within which India operates. (Zakaria, 2008). 


Taken separately, India, China and Pakistan are all engaged in regional competi- 
tion to survive and emerge as the regional power. Combined with nuclear force 
and capabilities in all three states, this competitive geopolitical situation puts 
India in the strange space of needing to build up its nuclear arsenal to garner 
respect and elevate status as a nuclear power, but also needing to deter Pakistan 
by flexing its capabilities without triggering a Chinese response and attack. 
While China seemingly does not acknowledge India as a threat, India still must 
tread carefully so as not to prompt a nuclear conflict with China. As dictated by 
realism, this is spurred by regional competition to survive through possession of 
the greatest regional economic and military power. India keeping in view its 
regional ambitions within the current geopolitical scenario of South Asia is well 
on the path of regional dominance as is evident from its recent economic growth. 
The current economic escalation India is experiencing allows it to assign far 
more monetary resources to its military budget. The most powerful states in the 
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international community, like the United States, have colossal military budgets 
that take up sizable portions of GDP. By being able to dedicate a larger amount of 
GDP to military expenses, a state is able to signal its capabilities and subse- 
quently its influence militarily. India announced to increase defense spending by 
12% for 2014-2015, bringing it to 38.35 billion USD (Global Security.org, 
2016). The gradual rise in India's defense budget allows it to continue to improve 
its military capabilities, and specifically its nuclear capabilities. The recent 
development and addition to nuclear capability pushes India into the upper eche- 
lon of nuclear capabilities, as only five other nations (the U.S., the U.K., France, 
Russia, and China) are members of the so-called “Nuclear Triad,” or nuclear 
weapons capability from land, sea, and air (Trayner, 2016). This aids India's jour- 
ney to dominate the South Asian region, especially when taken in consideration 
along with its nuclear doctrine, which pushes the importance of being able to 
defend itself as well as responsibly handle its nuclear capabilities. In 2005, the 
U.S. and India entered into a nuclear agreement that further solidified global 
power recognition of India as a nuclear power, since it stipulated terms for India 
to continue to possess nuclear weapons and gave India access to U.S. nuclear 
technologies (Mistry, 2014). However, as of December 2015, Western analysts 
found that India is in the process of building a nuclear city in Challakere in the 
southern state of Karnataka, which would add to India's “security might” (Levy, 
2015). By utilizing its financial improvements India is able to continue to follow 
the steps that existing global powers paved- building a strong economy that is 
globally competitive, increasing military size and capabilities, improving and 
building up nuclear weapons capabilities. 


The regional competition led to a Cold War-like arms race in the region, and 
shows India's resolve to maximize power relative to its competing states. For 
India, this means that diplomacy is where it has the potential to jump ahead and 
gain a slight advantage over China and Pakistan. With the right diplomatic rela- 
tions and alliances, India could create powerful connections to aid it both in its 
regional struggles with China and Pakistan separately and as one allied unit, as 
well as its desire to emerge as a key global state in international affairs. Fora state 
in India's position in which geopolitics play such a large role, it is crucial to find 
ways through other alliances or partnerships to alleviate the struggle of having 
both neighboring states either passively or actively working against it, as with 
Pakistan and China's relationships and actions toward India. 


India's growing clout in the international community and the fast changing 
regional geopolitical matrix has pressed New Delhi to further cement its relation- 
ship with Washington and other Western nations. 


CONCLUSION: 

The geopolitical situations were India currently is works under the competitive 
umbrella of survival which has led to a unique regional arms race. Certainly all 
the three actors are involved; India's economy places it apart from Pakistan and 
brings it closer to China's level of prestige and position in the international com- 
munity. Geopolitically, diplomatic relations with China help Pakistan pose a cred- 
ible enough threat to India. Through the lens of realism due to its growing econ- 
omy, India is increasing defense spending by allocating more resources to build 
its nuclear arsenal. Furthermore the geopolitical matrix of China Pakistan pushes 
India towards maximizing its power relative to China and Pakistan by aligning 
more with USA and other similar allies. Thus as per realism India is well on its 
path to emerge as a regional power. 
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